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THINK, PAIR, SHARE
HOLDING STRUCTURED DEEP DISCUSSIONS

WHAT IS ‘THINK, PAIR, SHARE’?
Think Pair Share (TPS) is a way for you and your peers to 
work together and learn from each other. Here’s how it goes: 
first, you think about a question or problem on your own. 
Take your time to come up with your own ideas (you can 
even write this down if you wish). Then, you pair up with a 
shoulder partner. Share your thoughts and listen to theirs. 
It’s all about learning from each other. Finally, you get to 
share your best ideas with the whole class. 

WHY IS ‘THINK, PAIR, SHARE’ USEFUL? 
TPS helps you get better at thinking things through by 
listening to what your peers have to say. Plus, when you 
share your own ideas, it makes you feel validated because 
your classmates are listening and respecting what you have 
to say. It’s like a confidence boost! TPS also makes sure 
everyone gets involved and is able to express their ideas so 
nobody feels left out. It’s all about making sure everyone is 
thinking and ready to share their ideas.

HOW DO I DO ‘THINK, PAIR, SHARE’ EFFECTIVELY?

THINK
ENGAGE INDEPENDENTLY

PAIR
CONDUCT DISCUSSION

SHARE
GIVE REHEARSED ANSWER

 ຆ Important topics or concepts

 ຆ Relevant key vocabulary

 ຆ Diagrams or drawings

 ຆ Summary of main ideas 

 ຆ Teacher explanation or a 
specific lesson

TRY TO REMEMBER...

 ຆ What do I already know that 
might help with this?

 ຆ Based on my understanding 
of… I think…

 ຆ What ideas do I need to 
consider?

 ຆ What approach would work 
for this particular problem?

BE FOCUSED & REFLECTIVE...

 ຆ Partner and I mainly talked 
about... and...

 ຆ Partner was right in saying… 
this helped us think about...

 ຆ Partner said… However, I 
made the point that…

 ຆ So in summary, Partner and I 
agree on…

BE CLEAR & CONCISE...

 ຆ Make direct eye contact (if 
you feel comfortable to do so)

 ຆ Wait for your partner to finish

 ຆ Ask questions to clarify

 ຆ Give supporting examples

 ຆ Prepare to share a response

IN YOUR DISCUSSION...

 ຆ I think…  My main reasons for 
this are…

 ຆ That is a valid point. Can we 
take it even further by…

 ຆ So far, it seems we both 
agree on… How about...?

 ຆ In summary, our main points 
are 1… 2... 3...

BE ATTENTIVE & ENGAGED...

 ຆ Summarise your key points

 ຆ Acknowledge and affirm your 
partner’s points

 ຆ Explain any counter points

 ຆ Use key vocabulary

 ຆ Refer to your prior knowledge

WHEN SHARING PUBLICLY...

Think about the question 
carefully and take brief notes 

to capture your main ideas:

What do I already know and what 
ideas can help?

INDIVIDUALLY...

Exchange and discuss ideas 
whilst listening attentively and 

asking nuanced questions:

What ideas will I put forward and 
how will I actively listen?

WITH A PARTNER...

Share validated ideas and 
explain the main points covered 

in your paired discussion:

What are our main points and how 
will I summarise our ideas?

TO THE ENTIRE CLASS...

Refer  

to...

Recall 

points...


